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BRECKLAND COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE SUB-COMMITTEE

Held on Friday, 19 October 2018 at 10.00 am in
Anglia Room, Elizabeth House, Dereham

PRESENT
Mrs J. Hollis
Mr M. J. Nairn

Mr M. S. Robinson
Mr W.H.C. Smith

Also Present
Mr D. M. Crawford
Mr T. J. Jermy
Mr R.G. Kybird

Mr J. Newton
Mr R. King (Chairman of Croxton Parish 
Council)
Mr A. M.  Poulter (Chairman of Brettenham & 
Kilverstone Parish Council)

In Attendance
Mark Stinson - Executive Manager Governance (Deputy 

Monitoring Officer)
Rory Ringer - Democratic Services Manager
Sue Daniels - Electoral Services Team Leader
Julie Britton - Democratic Services Officer

Action 
By

16/18 APOLOGIES (AGENDA ITEM 1) 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E Gould and 
Councillor T Hewett.

17/18 MINUTES (AGENDA ITEM 2) 

Councillor Smith thanked Members of the Sub-Committee and the 
Officers involved for the recommendation to Full Council in relation 
to Great Ellingham.  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 8 August 2018 were agreed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

18/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (AGENDA ITEM 3) 

The Executive Manager for Governance & Deputy Monitoring 
Officer reminded Members that although they may have a pre-
disposition on the proposals, they should only take part in the 
debate with an open mind and make decisions based on the 
evidence before them. 

It was noted that any decisions made would be recommended to 
the Full Council meeting in December 2018.

19/18 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW - THETFORD (AGENDA 
ITEM 4) 

The Community Governance Review Sub-Committee met on 8 
August 2018 to consider responses to the second stage 
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consultation of the Community Governance Review.  The Council 
published the draft recommendations on the proposed changes for 
each of the parishes and a third consultation for Thetford took 
place from 20 August to 28 September 2018.

The proposals for the third stage consultation were as follows:

a) an additional two Councillors for Thetford for the new 
parish ward;

b) a name for the new parish ward; and
c) any further comments on the proposals for  the parish 

boundary for Thetford to be extended to include all the land 
to the south of the A11 and west of the A1075 currently in 
the parish of Croxton, with the boundary between Croxton 
and Kilverstone remaining unchanged.

The Democratic Services Manager advised that there had been a 
whole raft of suggestions for the new ward name including Saxon, 
Kingsfleet, Blakeney and Iceni with Saxon proving to be the most 
popular; amounting to 47% of the responses received to the 
consultation.

86 out of the 99 responses received agreed that that there should 
be an additional two Councillors for Thetford representing the new 
parish ward and 67 out of the 99 responses agreed with the 
proposal to move the parish boundary.

The Chairman then invited comments on the consultation process.

(a) An additional two Councillors for Thetford for the new Parish 
Ward

In response to a question, Members were informed that based on 
current projections there would be sufficient residents in the area 
to justify two Councillors in the new parish ward.  

(b) Name for new Parish Ward

Councillor Kybird, Member of the Harling & Heathlands Ward and 
a Member of Thetford Town Council highlighted the new ward 
names proposed and submitted by the Town Council.  Saxon was 
not, in the opinion of the Town Council, historically appropriate.

Councillor Jermy, Member of Thetford Burrell Ward and also a 
Member of Thetford Town Council agreed with the aforementioned 
comments in relation to the historical aspect.  He also pointed out 
that there had already been a ‘Saxon’ Ward up until 2015 and any 
data relating to this Ward name was still available on various 
search engines.  He felt that this would confuse the public and 
therefore would not be appropriate.

Councillor John Newton, Member of Thetford Castle Ward and 
also a Member of Thetford Town Council, felt that the historical 
reasons for not calling it ‘Saxon’ was totally irrelevant and the 
people who voted for this name should not be ignored.
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Councillor Hollis, a Member of the Sub-Committee said that she 
did not have a particular preference to what it should be called but 
an explanation should be provided to those people who supported 
the name should the Council vote against it.

Councillor Crawford, also a Member of Thetford Burrell Ward and 
a Member of Thetford Town Council felt that the Sub-Committee 
should take note of the results.  He was sure that people would be 
able to differentiate between the former Saxon Ward and this one 
if approved.

Councillor Kybird asked if it would be the Boundary Commission 
that made the final decision and if there were any guidelines 
available.  The Democratic Services Manager explained that the 
recommendations from this Sub-Committee would be presented to 
the Full Council meeting on 6 December 2018.  If approved, the 
changes would be submitted to the Boundary Commission for 
consideration.  However, following the Boundary Review in 2014, 
the Council would not be able to implement these changes until 
2019, 5 years after the Review.  In response to the latter, the 
Democratic Services Manager was not aware of any guidelines.

Councillor Smith, a Member of the Sub-Committee suggested 
‘Viking’ Ward as the new name and highlighted the connection.

The Chairman felt that the figure of 47% was worth noting but 
agreed with Councillor Jermy that it could cause some confusion.  
He suggested Iceni and Boudica as Ward names.

Councillor Nairn, a Member of the Sub-Committee suggested that 
the name Saxon should be prefixed with the word ‘new’ to 
distinguish between the two.  

The Executive Manager for Governance advised the Sub-
Committee of its responsibility as decision makers and that the 
views and issues raised by others must be taken into account.

After much deliberation and further suggestions, and after being 
duly proposed and seconded; it was:

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND to FULL COUNCIL that:

(a) an additional two Councillors for Thetford for the new 
parish ward be approved.

(b) the new Parish be named the ‘New Saxon’ Ward.

(c) the parish boundary for Thetford be extended to include all 
the land to the south of the A11 and west of the A1075 
currently in the parish of Croxton, with the boundary 
between Croxton and Kilverstone remain unchanged.

The meeting closed at 10.40 am CHAIRMAN


